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d e n i s w i c k . c o m

       Eventually, when you’re talking about playing, you’ve got to do something with bits of
metal because the human body can’t do everything. The human body can adapt to anything
but the relationship between the mouthpiece and the instrument you can’t change, and so
that is the part of the equation you have to get right. And that’s what I did.

Denis Wick
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Cup Diameter: Notated in mm1.
Rim Width: Notated in mm2.
Cup Contour/Depth: X (shallow with comfort rim), E (shallow), C (slightly shallow), B (lightly
deep), No Letter (deep)

3.

Throat: Notated in mm4.
Backbore: Barrel/Open (free blowing), V-Type (projecting)5.

MOUTHPIECE KEY
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MOUTHPIECE KEY
Cup Diameter: Notated in mm1.
Rim Width: W (wide  rim), Notated in mm2.
Cup Contour/Depth: C ( med shallow), B (slightly shallow), A (slightly deep),
No Letter (deep)

3.

Throat: Notated in mm4.
Backbore: Open (free blowing), V-Type (projecting)5.
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MOUTHPIECE KEY
Cup Diameter: Notated in mm1.
Rim Width: W (wide  rim), Notated in mm2.
Cup Contour/Depth Classic: B (medium deep), No Letter (deep Cup Contour (Prestige): CF
(Medium Deep), FL (deep)

3.

Throat: Notated in mm4.
Shank and Backbore (Classic): FL (standard shank), F (European shank) Backbore : Open (free
blowing)

5.
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MOUTHPIECE KEY
Cup Diameter: Notated in mm1.
Rim Width: N (narrow rim), No Letter (wide rim), Notated in mm2.
Cup Contour: N/A3.
Throat: Notated in mm4.
Shank and Backnore (Classic): FL (standard shank), F (European shank) Backbore: Barrel (free blowing),
V-type (projecting

5.
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Emma Gregan
Denis Wick French Horn artist, Emma Gregan, is a professional musician based
in Australia. Emma performs on the Alliance range of Denis Wick mouthpieces.

Find out more about Emma in her bio on the Denis Wick website.



te
no

r h
or

n

MOUTHPIECE KEY
1.Cup Diameter: Notated in mm
2.Rim Width: Notated in mm
3.Cup Contour: A (deep), No letter (slightly deep) 
4.Throat: Notated in mm
5.Backbore: Open (free blowing), V-type (projecting)
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Denis Wick App

Brass accessory information and performance
resources wherever the music takes you.



If you are a beginner musician, your job is easy. Just use our Mouthpiece Suggestions to find an appropriate beginner
mouthpiece. If you have advanced from beginner, you have a few more steps to choose the mouthpiece that supports
you best.

Before you start: Determine your optimal diameter and find 2-3 mouthpieces within that diameter to compare. Choose a
double octave scale that is comfortable for you to play, and a small section (8-16 bars) of music which will be used for
testing each mouthpiece. Also, get your metronome ready, you’ll need it!

*Always begin your mouthpiece trial with the question: What is the best sound I have ever heard – the one I want to sound
like? Utilize the back of this pamphlet to record notes on each mouthpiece you try.

Set your metronome to 85 and keep it running Steps 1-3
1. Test for tone: Using your tuning note, play a whole note on each mouthpiece. Which had a better sound?
2. Test Articulation: Staying on your tuning note, play 4 quarter notes followed by 4 8th notes. Play this exercise 2 times:
legato and staccato. Which mouthpiece provided better sound response and clarity?
3. Range: Play your double octave scale 3 times: Staccato, legato, and slur. Listen for which mouthpiece maintained the
best sound and response from the bottom to top of the scale.
4. Musicality: Use your 8-16 bar section of an etude or song you like, and play this section on each mouthpiece. Set your
metronome to an appropriate temp for this section so that you make sure each trial is played in the same tempo. Which
mouthpiece sounded the best with the least effort?

The winning option will be the mouthpiece that naturally produces your best sound without having to physically adjust
anything. Your last task is to try the winner against your current mouthpiece and make sure it still passes.
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4 Foolproof Steps for Testing Your Mouthpiece

Sign up for Denis Wick Tips
Sign up for Denis Wick Tips and receive our newest advice for
performers, students, teachers, and parents.
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MOUTHPIECE KEY
Cup Diameter: Notated in mm1.
Rim Width: Notated in mm2.
Cup Contour: C (slightly shallow), B (medium deep) A (deep)3.
Throat: Notated in mm4.
Shank and Backbore (Classic): S (small shank), L (large shank) Backbore:
Barrel (free blowing), V-type (projecting)

5.
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MOUTHPIECE KEY
Cup Diameter: Notated in mm1.
Rim Width: Notated in mm2.
Cup Contour: C (slightly shallow), B (medium deep) A (deep)3.
Throat: Notated in mm4.
Shank and Backbore (Classic): S (small shank), L (large shank) Backbore:
Barrel (free blowing), V-type (projecting)
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      If we look at sound as a color
palette, then shape, material, and
mass are its primary colors when

it comes to mouthpieces. We
utilize the variety of these

components in our designs, and
the result is a diversity of

beautiful colors that range from
warm and atmospheric to brilliant

and projecting.
 

Mary Galime, Denis Wick products
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MOUTHPIECE KEY
Cup Diameter: Notated in mm1.
Rim Width: Notated in mm2.
Cup Contour: N/A3.
Throat: Notated in mm4.
Backbore: Medium, V-Type (projecting)5.
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“Make as perfect as possible 
whatever you are selling, be it your product or

your own playing.”

Denis Wick
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MOUTHPIECE KEY
Cup Diameter: Notated in mm1.
Rim Width: Notated in mm2.
Cup Contour: N/A3.
Throat: Notated in mm4.
Shank and Backbore: M (medium or European shank) / Backbore:
Barrel (open), V-Type (projecting)
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Continually inspired
by improvement,
Steven Mead’s
newest mouthpiece,
the Ultra Heros,
provides a hybrid of
the original SM and
Ultra outer shapes
with a modified rim
contour and inner
edge, a newly 

designed curve in the base of the cup, and modified
backbore for added projection. “The combination of the
above features allied to the quite unique body shape
has resulted a mouthpiece that is sure to impress
everyone who plays it.” 
- Steven Mead 

Steven Mead Ultra Heros
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MOUTHPIECE KEY
Cup Diameter: Notated in mm1.
Rim Width: X (wide comfort), No Letter (standard), Notated in mm2.
Cup Contour/Depth: S (shallow), No Letter (deep)3.
Throat: Notated in mm4.
Shank/Backbore: L (standard), U(standard*), Y (standard*) 5.

       Backbore: Open/Barrel (free blowing), V-Type (projecting)
*View Aaron Tindall Mouthpieces for shank specifications)
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Denis Wick Products
mutes, mouthpieces, accessories

deniswick .com

Denis Wick Products, Ltd.  |  Unit 19, Dawkins Road  |  Poole, Dorset, BH15 4JY


